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The Insignificance of a Human Life:
A Study On “One Day It Will End” Reasoning

Dong—yong Choi (Yonsei Univ. / Inha Univ.)

To show that a human life is insignificant, people often point out the
fact that one day human actions and their outcomes will end. This
paper explains why in showing that a human life is insignificant, it
matters that one day human actions and their outcomes will end. A
human being’s life has cosmic significance just in case that human
being brings out tremendous value change. However, human actions and
their outcomes cannot make that change because one day they will end.
This is why a human life is insignificant. After introducing the
time-bias account and the permanence account, this paper shows that
this paper’s account is plausible in that it does not encounter the

problems of these two accounts.

Key words: Significance of Life, One-day-it-will-end, Total Amount of

Value, Time-bias, Permanence
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